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The early Jain devotees, like the primitive Risis on the vedic
period went out and established hermitage in the jungles which
became the centre of a colony of Jain worshippers."

W, Statistical Account of the District ‘of Manbhum.
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There is a tradition that they (Saraks) ordinarily came from
Gujrat but in the former district the popular belief is that they were
brought the sculptors and masons for the construction of stone
temples and houses the remains of which are still visible on the bank
of Barakar.”
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On the most modern is-amrinscription in old Bengali dated 1383
of the Saka era, corresponding to A.D. 1455 recording the
dedication of some idols by Haripriya the favourite wife-of a king.
Statisticle Accounts of Bengal vol. XVII by W.W. Hunter.
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They (Saraks) have split up into endogamous groups based
partly on locality and partly on the fact that some of them have taken

v, Gazetter of Manbhum District.
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to the degraded occupation of weaving and they now form a Hindu
Caste of ordinary type.”
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The origin of the caste is,ascribed in the Brahma Vaivartha
Purana to the union of Jolaha man with a woman of the Kuvinda
or weaver caste. This however merely shows that at the time when
the puran was composed or when the passage was interpolated the
saraks had already taken to weaving as a means of livelihood

®. The people of India.
0. Gazetter of Manbhum District— G. Coupland.
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They (Saraks) first settled near Dhalbhum in the estate of a
certain man Raja. They subsequently moved in a body to Panchet
in consequence of an outrage contemplated by Man Raja on a girl
belonging to their caste.”’
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They (saraks) were 1ot served by Brahmins of any kind until
they were provided with a priest by a former Raja of Panchet as a
reward for a service rendered to him by Saraks who concealed him
when his country were invaded by the Bargis in the Marhattas.\”\‘
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They called themselves Saraks and they prided themselves on
the fact that under our government not one of their community had
ever been convicted of a heinous crime.** T&f~ e STTrd 3w gfem
oies 903 FICAtEs- Who (Saraks) struck me as having a very
respectable and intelligent appc:arance.m

%#, Notes on a Tour in Manbhum in 1864-65.
%4, The People of India.
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Their name is variant of Sravaka the designation of the
Jainlaity, they are strictly vegetarians never eating flesh and on no
account taking life and if in preparing their food any mention is
made of the word cutting the omen is deemed to disastrous that
every thing must be thrown away.””
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The more adventurous seraks or lay Jaing hearing alone
penetrated the jungles where they were rewarded with the discovery
of copper upon the working of which they must have spent all their
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time and energy as with the exception of the tanks above mentioned,
the mines furnish the sole evidence of their occupation of that part
of the country. ™
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20, On the Ancient Copper Miners of Singhbhum.
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A somewhat similar case is that of the saraks of Western
Bengal, Chutea Nagpur and Orissa, who seems to be a Hinduised
remnant of the early Jain People to whom local legends ascribe
the ruined temples, the defaced images and even the abandoned
copper mines. ™
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In Orissa they (Saraks) call themselves Buddhists and assemble
once a vear at the famous Cave Temple of Khanda Giri near Cuttak
to make offering to the Buddhists images there and to confer on
religious matters.

But the survival of their ancient faith have not saved them from
the all pervading influence of caste. They have split out into
endogamous groups based partly on locality and partly on the fact
that some of them have taken to the degraded occupation of weaving
and now form a Hindu case of the ordinary ‘m)e.m
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The Jain architecture is nothing but a kind of history, that it is
a standing and living record and it supplies us a more vivid and
lasting picture of a nation than history does.
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The characteristic feature of Jainsim is its claim to universality.
It also declares its object to.be to lead all men to salvation and to
open its arms not only to the noble Aryans but also to the low
form sudra and even to the alien deeply despised in India as
the Mlechha. "
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Mr. Beglar also unearthed from one of the numerous mounds
of ruins nearly five Buddhist sculpture of all age, the most
remarkable being a male and a female figure under a tree possible
the date plam.**
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The only animals I could discern in the ornamentation were
geese introduced in the scrolls : the goose is the Booddhist
emblem.”*

w4, Notes on a Tour in Manbhum in 1864-65.
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©>. Notes on tour in Manbhum in 1864-65.
80. Mr. Beglar visited this place in 1872.
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The grove Temple was dedicated to Siva : but amongst the
images were several figures like those already described, that were
in all probability the Jain figures belonging to the brick Temples.88
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The Sculpture of Male figures standing in pedestals and under
canopies with Egyptian head dress, the arms hanging down straight
by their sides the hands turned in and touching the body near the
knees, described by Lieutenant Money and identified by Colonel
Dalton as images of the Tirthankaras of Jains are no longer before
Mr. Beglar’s visit in 1072
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88. Statistical Account of the District of Manbhum.
8¢. Gazetter of Manbhum District.
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There is another of these Temples at Telkupi on the Damodar
and there is there an image still worshipped by the p?ople in the
neighbourhood which they call Birup. ...t is plfob;bly intended for
the 24th Tirthankara Vira or Mabhavira, last Jaimn.
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According to tradition, the temples at Telkupi are ascribed to
merchants and not to Raja or holyman and the inference is that a
large trading settlement sprung upto this point where the Damodar
River would present at any rate in rainy seasons, a very considerable
obstacle to the Travellers and Merchants. *”
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“Roads would naturally lead up from Tamluk to Patna, to
Mongeir and elsewhere. There would be a chain of several routes
to Patna. Most direct route be through Vishnupur, Bahulara,
Sonatapan, Ekteshwar (where Darakeswar river would be
crossed), Chatra, Raghunathpur, Telkupi, Jharia, Rajuli and
Rajgir. It would cross Salay river at Ghatal, Damuda at Telkupi,

Barakar close to phulganj, ranges of hill near Rajuli. Here near
every obstacle large cities sprang up.”

“Chatra is the point where a road yet in existance and use
branched off going close past Pachet, through Pandra,
Kharakdiha between river Sakri and Khuri (ancient remains still

on Sakri near Mahawar hill) through Nalanda to Rajgir.”
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Northern, Southen and Eastern Bengal in the 7th century
A.D...The Nirgranthas, however, seem to have almost disappeared
from Bengal in the subsequent period, and the numerous
inscriptions of the Palas and Senas contain no reference to them.
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